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Course Materials:

1. Brustad, K., Al-Batal, M., & Tunisi, ‘A. (2011). Al-Kitaab fii ta ‘allum al-‘Arabiyya: A

textbook for beginning Arabic. Part one / Kristen Brustad, Mahmoud Al-Batal, Abbas Al-
Tonsi. Washington, DC : Georgetown University Press, c2011. ISBN: 1589017374 (or
1589017366 or 9781589017368 or 9781589017375) (REQUIRED).

. Subscription to the Al-Kiaab Companion Website for al-Kitaab textbook:
www.alkitaabtextbook.com (REQUIRED BUT 2 STUDENTS CAN SHARE ACCESS).

. Cowan, J. M., & Wehr, H. 1. (1994). A dictionary of modern written Arabic (Arabic-
English) / Hans Wehr ; edited by J. Milton Cowan. Urbana, IL: Spoken Language Services.
ISBN: 0879500034 (or 978-0-87950-003-0) (RECOMMENDED).

Course Objectives:

By the end of this semester, you will have reached the Intermediate Low level of proficiency in
Arabic based on the ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines 2012. This means that you will be able to:
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Speaking:

1) Handle successfully a limited number of uncomplicated communicative tasks by creating
with the language in straightforward social situations.

2) Handle conversation limited to concrete exchanges and predictable topics necessary for
survival in the target-language culture. These topics relate to basic personal information;
for example, self and family, some daily activities and personal preferences, and some
immediate needs, such as ordering food and making simple purchases.

3) Answer direct questions or requests for information.

4) Ask a few appropriate questions.

5) Produce short statements and discrete sentences.

Writing:

1) Meet some limited practical writing needs.

2) Create statements and formulate questions based on familiar materials.

3) Produce sentences that are recombinations of learned vocabulary and structures. These are
short and simple sentences with basic word order. These sentences are written mostly in
the present tense.

4) Produce few simple sentences, often with repetitive structure.

5) Write on topics that are tied to highly predictable content areas and personal information.

6) Produce vocabulary that is adequate for elementary needs.

Listening:
1) Understand some information from sentence-length speech, one utterance at a time.
2) Understand this information in personal and social contexts, though comprehension is often
uneven.
Reading:
1) Understand some information from simple connected texts dealing with a limited number

of personal and social needs although there may be frequent misunderstandings.
2) Derive basic meaning with help from connected texts of any length.

Colloquial Arabic and Culture

In addition, you will be able to comprehend and produce many words and expressions in colloquial
Arabic (Egyptian). You will also learn about many aspects of Arab culture.

Language in Class:
Arabic will be the only language of communication in the classroom. We will be engaged

in various group activities in class and these activities will be completed only in Arabic. Repeated
use of English in class will seriously affect your grade.



Course Requirements:
1. Attendance and Participation (14%b) AS)Lially ) guanl)

You must attend class regularly and come prepared to participate fully in class activities.
This means listening to / watching the companion website, learning the new vocabulary, and
studying the grammar explanations in the textbook or my files before coming to class so that class
time can be devoted to activating the new materials.

Again, Arabic will be used as the only medium of communication in class. Once we
learn any new words and expressions we will start using them immediately in class. You must
come prepared to participate fully in all class activities AND USE ARABIC as much as you can.
Failure to speak Arabic as much as you can in class will result in the loss of your participation
points for the class.

You are allowed one unexcused absence during this semester. Two percentage points will
be deducted from your final grade for every unexcused absence beyond the first unexcused
absence. For excused absence, please check McMaster student absence form copied below:

MCMASTER STUDENT ABSENCE FORM: In the event of an absence for medical or other
reasons, students should review and follow the Academic Regulation in the Undergraduate
Calendar “Requests for Relief for Missed Academic Term Work”. Please note these regulations
have changed beginning Spring/Summer 2015. The timeframe within which the MSAF is valid
has been reduced from 5 days to 3 days. The upper limit for which an MSAF can be submitted has
been reduced from ‘less than 30%’ to ‘less than 25%’ of the course weight. As per the policy,
students must immediately follow up with their instructors to request accommodation for any
missed academic work. Failure to do so may negate their relief. If you have any questions about
the MSAF, please contact your Associate Dean’s office.

Remember that you are responsible for knowing what occurred in class on a day you
missed. Also, please remember that tardiness is not acceptable and frequent tardiness will result in
lowering your grade for the class.

You will receive a daily Attendance and Participation grade worth four points, as follows:

« 4 points: Student arrives to class on time, is prepared for the lesson, always participates
and uses the target language in class, and is always on task during group work.

* 3 points: Student is usually prepared for class, sometimes participates and uses the
target language, and is usually on task during group work.

+ 2 points: Student is sometimes missing material, participates and uses the target
language only when called on, and is sometimes on task during group work.

* 1 point: Student is rarely prepared for class, rarely participates or uses the target
language, and rarely stays on task during group work.



2. Homework Assignments (20%0) Glalgl)

There will be daily written homework assignments. Homework will be turned in in class
on the day it is due. Please note that all homework is due on the date shown next to it not the
following day. Late homework assignments will be assessed but may not be given full credit.
You are encouraged to study and work on homework assignments with your classmates, with the
stipulation that everyone must submit his or her own individual paper and everyone must have
participated equally in doing the work.

Homework assignments will be rated on a scale from 1 to 10 (9-10 = excellent, 7-8 =
good but not your best effort, and 5-6 = poor or sloppy work). You will be rated on the overall
quality of your work, not on the number of correct or incorrect answers. Homework assignments
are intended to enhance your learning of the new material. So, spend as much time as needed on
your homework assignments and make sure that what you submit reflects your absolute best.

Please hand in homework written out clearly, double-spaced on a separate sheet of paper.
For each homework assignment, please include your full name, the due date of the assignment,
the date of submission if late, unit number, drill number, and page number.

It is important to follow up on my comments on your homework, and you are always
welcome to come to see me during office hours, or make an appointment if you cannot come during
office hours.

Academic Integrity: As a student at McMaster University, you are expected to adhere to
the standards and policies of the university. When you submit an assignment with your name on
it, you are signifying that the work contained therein is yours, unless otherwise cited or referenced.
Any ideas or material taken from another source for either written or oral use must be fully
acknowledged. All suspected violations of the university code will be handled according to
university policies. If you are unsure about the expectations for completing an assignment or taking
a test or exam, be sure to seek clarification beforehand.

3. Personal Portfolio (10%0) g.am\ alall

You are required to keep a personal writing Portfolio this semester. This Portfolio allows
you to engage in creative writing in Arabic using the new vocabulary and grammatical structures
you have learned. You are required to have a special folder in which you keep all your Portfolio
entries. You will submit a new entry every week. You will edit your Portfolio entries based on the
comments provided. When you turn in a new Portfolio entry you also have to turn in an edited
and revised version of the previous entry.

Each Portfolio entry must be 75-100 words long, and must be turned in in class every
Thursday, as shown in the syllabus. For your Portfolio entries, you may want to keep a personal
journal or you may want to create a fictional personality similar to the Maha and Khaled story and
develop it through your weekly writings. You could also write about a different topic every week.
You are required to use the new vocabulary and grammatical structures you have learned
from both the textbook and the Weekly Reading in your Portfolio entries.
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In the last week of the semester, you will turn in all your corrected and revised Portfolio
entries for one final evaluation. Your grade for the portfolio will be determined based on: i) the
extent to which you incorporated the new vocabulary and structures you learned into your writing;
i) the extent to which you kept revising your writing based on your instructor’s comments; iii) the
creativity you demonstrated in preparing your entries; and iv) the overall organization of your
writing.

4. Weekly Reading (10%) A gaull) Belyall

You are required to complete one Weekly Reading every week this semester. You will
complete these readings at home and will be prepared to discuss them in class every Tuesday as
shown in the syllabus. You are also required to complete a worksheet for each Weekly Reading.

5. Quizzes (20%) ymadl) cliladiay)

You will take four quizzes during this semester (50 minutes each). These quizzes are taken
in class on the dates shown in the syllabus. In addition to questions on vocabulary and grammar,
the quizzes will include questions on dialect, culture, the weekly reading, and listening and reading
comprehension.

6. Video Project (5%) Sl g pdia

The Final Video Project will be a collaborative production of two to four students. You
will collaborate with your classmates to produce a video in which you will showcase your Arabic
proficiency at the end of the semester. You will have to use both Modern Standard Arabic and
the dialect in contextually appropriate ways in your video. Your video can take any form (movie,
TV show, skit, TV commercial, talk show, etc.) For a group of two, the video will be 6-9 minutes
long. For a group of three, it will be 10-12 minutes long, and for a group of four, it will be 13-15
minutes long. Each participant is required to produce an equal amount of language in the video.

7. Comprehensive exams (21%) adalil) clilasiay)

There will be a final comprehensive written exam and two oral exams worth 26% {the
final written exam is worth 15% and each oral exam worth 3%}. The dates of oral exams are
shown on the syllabus. The final written exam will be scheduled during the final exam period. It
will be comprehensive and will cover the following: 1) vocabulary, 2) grammar, 3) reading, 4)
writing, 5) listening, 6) culture, and 7) dialect.

Note about Colloquial Arabic and Culture

The dialect this class will focus on is the Egyptian (Cairene) dialect. Do not think about
Modern Standard Arabic and Egyptian Arabic as two mutually exclusive varieties but rather two
levels/codes within a continuum.



Grade Distribution:

14% Attendance & Participation AS )Liall g ) gaasll
20% Homework I
10% Personal Portfolio ) calal)
10% Weekly Reading Jae Y 56l 3l
20% Quizzes E‘)..paﬂ\ SblaieY!
5% Final Video Project el sl & g e

21% Comprehensive exams ALl calilaniay)

Grading System

Grade Points Equivalent Percentages

A+ 12 90 - 100

A 11 85 -89

A- 10 80 -84

B+ 9 77-79

B 8 73-176

B- 7 70-72

C+ 6 67 — 69

C 5 63 — 66

C- 4 60 — 62

D+ 3 57 -59

D 2 53 -56

D- 1 50 - 52

F 0 0-49

Best wishes
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(You have to complete the Weekly Reading daill 3—)“—)&-‘»?\ 34\)31\
Worksheet.)
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you learned from both Al-Kitaab and the Weekly Reading.)
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(You have to complete the Weekly Reading 5_nilal) Lo gl 36l jall
Worksheet.)

(You have to complete the Weekly 5 e daalal) Lo ) Bel Hdll
Reading Worksheet.)
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137 <136 U< Notes on Vocabulary Usage 4! 2
137 Ua "daiuall 4l 2

saaall Gl jaall 138 €137 = 1 (S

(Write at (LUS 5 @l dall Jea () &) 138 (a2 (o
least 4 sentences.)

(You have to use the new words ();'3}3))-'5\) B_ilal) dpe g1 AU
you learned from both Al-Kitaab and the Weekly Reading.)
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(You have to complete the Weekly 3_ie 4Gl de g sel )
Reading Worksheet.)

(You have to complete the Weekly 5 e 431Ul de Y 56 3l
Reading Worksheet.)
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(Sl dall dxal o sdma) jall (polad () 150 €149 ga 17 (ol
(G Juial) (8 L) 150 oo 19 (e

Ot dlaxiuy)
g cile A sau¥) LS JS s

Turn in a folder with all your 12 Writing Portfolio entries
edited and revised.
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